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Grace Presbyterian Church                     April 14, 2022 

Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14, Ps. 116:12-19, 1 Cor. 11:23-26, John 13:1-17, 31-35    

Pastor Jonathan       Maundy Thursday 

 

“Friends Who Serve” 

 

Jesus had one more time on earth to teach his disciples, his followers. I’m 

talking about this last meal with Jesus as a time where He wants to teach 

them that 1) they are friends (John 15:14) and 2) they need to serve one 

another, and care for one another, for a number of reasons. But before we go 

there, let’s reflect again on what it would be like to have a last meal with 

someone close to us, and to really know it is the last meal. 

 

Perhaps you have had this experience. Many of us have not. Just imagine 

being with your loved one for one last meal. What would you ask? What 

would you want to make sure you told them before they passed? So often we 

get institutional time, that is, hospital or nursing home time, but we don’t 

know what to say or what to do, and we don’t know how long we have with 

the person. Sometimes we get time with them in their own home. So we just 

hang out with them and try to remember to say that we love them. It is hard 

to not be in denial around the death of a loved one. And illnesses, mental and 

physical, also impair our ability to make our last goodbyes as good as we 

could make them.  

 

I know with my father it was hard. He had a degenerative brain disease 

(PSP), where he was losing muscle ability and linguistic ability. He found it 

hard to say more than yes and no. Before that, he told me he had something 

in his mind to say, but he couldn’t say it. I’m sure it was very frustrating for 

an articulate, bright man. With mom, we had good conversations and she 

died quickly in a personal care home, about the same time I started here at 

Grace. With my brother Chris, we weren’t close and although I did get to see 

where he lived in a veteran’s home in N. California, and briefly visit with 

him, we weren’t ever able to share last words and concerns. He died during 

the pandemic in July 2020 and no service was ever offered for him. I hope to 

have one for him here in the next couple months, God willing. That’s a very 

brief synopsis of my story. I know you all have your own story, some very 

fresh, some still awaiting you, some from a long time ago. But as we 

consider again the Upper Room where Jesus and the twelve gathered, we 

still have a lot to consider as they came to grips with Jesus’ death. How 

much harder must it have been for those at Jesus’ table on that Thursday 
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night nearly two thousand years ago. “Jesus knew the time had come.” (v. 1) 

I wonder how much Jesus had thought about this day, or night, rather. He 

had been teaching for quite a while about what most would call his 

premature death. We don’t know for how much of His life that He knew 

about His upcoming death.  But John now tells us clearly that He 

prophetically knows “the time has come for him to leave this world and got 

to the Father.” (v. 1) Perhaps He always knew that His life was going to be 

cut short. He volunteered for the mission. 

 

John talks pointedly and strategically about Jesus’ love. We must hear him 

as he says: “Having loved his own who were in the world (the 12 and as 

many as accepted as Lord and Saviour), he now showed them the full extent 

of his love.” (v. 1) I’m sure “the full extent” was mostly the fact that He 

voluntarily gave himself to the soldiers, to Pilate, to the ones who spit on 

him, beat him up, put the crown of thorns on his head, to the ones that tore 

the flesh off his body with a strap and metal/glass pieces on the strap, and 

finally nailed him to a cross and saw him be tortured to death there. I’m also 

sure that John means he took the low place and served as a slave might, a 

person of the lowest class and with little or no options but washing grimy 

feet of all kinds. I’m also sure it means He loves the ones who are about to 

betray Him, one in a final way (Judas) and one in a temporary way (Peter).  

 

And strangely, or perhaps not so strangely, Jesus calls us to that same place 

of service:  a lower and humbler place than what we might have thought 

God was giving us. He had washed their feet, and now He was reflecting on 

what He had done and why He had done it. 

 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and  

 Returned to his place (at the table). “Do you understand what I have 

 Done for you?” He asked them. “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’  

and rightly so, for that is what I am. (13: 12-13) 

Jesus realizes that He did something unexpected and below his station or 

calling. Teachers and Lords do not do such things, generally speaking. They 

teach and command, according to their station and office. But John records 

Jesus teaching the following: 

 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, 

 You also should wash one another’s feet. I have set you an example  

 That you should do as I have done for you. 

 I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a 

 Messenger greater than the one who sent him. Now that you know  

 These things you will be blessed if you do them. (13: 14-17) 
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Jesus thus gives us, and all his followers in every age, a permanent 

command to serve one another in surprising ways. How could we possibly 

do that? My simple answer is: in simple ways. Do not make this more 

complicated than it is. It means taking the time with others that is needed to 

love them. Loving them means taking time to talk with them and be with 

them. It means making a meal or delivering a meal. What many of you have 

done with Emmanuel and Anne is wonderful. It means giving a gift or 

sending a card. Yes, I know there are too many to make sure everyone 

knows you care, or that Jesus cares. But as you offer your time and your care 

and your gift, God uses it. One day at a time, one person at a time, as you are 

able. Keep surprising people with Jesus’ love. 

 

Jesus tells his friends in the Upper Room that He is now glorified, and that 

word usually is used of that time coming when we will be alive anew in our 

resurrection bodies. Paul uses it in Romans 8:30, “For those He predestined, 

He also called, and those he called, he justified ; those he justified, he also 

glorified.” God knows us from start to finish. Jesus was now finishing, and 

his glorification comes through his being tortured to death. It was not the 

finish His followers had expected, even though Jesus Himself had taught 

that it was going to happen. 

 

So Jesus once again and finally tells them He will be with them in His 

earthly ministry only a little while longer. Peter can’t take it in. He asks 

Jesus in 13:36, “Lord, where are you going?” because Jesus had told them 

they could not come with Him. Of course, this was His telling them He 

alone could make the sacrifice to draw us all to God, and forgive our sins. 

 

But think again about how hard it is lose someone you love. It is so hard that 

some will not hear the truth of it happening. Part of the pain of what we have 

been going through with the denomination is that we might break up because 

of what they are forcing us to decide, and most of us do not want to break 

up. We want to be together. Of course, none of us can actually guarantee we 

will be together and we all know of one another’s mortality and frankly, that 

everyone is free to go if they need to go, or stay if they want to stay. 

 

The pain of that night, where the disciples knew they would no longer have 

Jesus around was so great that many of them could not or would not take it 

in. Peter was bold enough to say that he would die for the Lord, but we 

know that that was just talk when it came to his actions on Good Friday, to 

betray Jesus and tell at least three witnesses that he didn’t know Jesus and 
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had nothing to do with Jesus’ movement. (13:37-38) Peter was not able to 

speak his convictions at the right time and moment.  

 

Many of us don’t know what to do in the current situation. We just know we 

want to be together, because God has brought through so much, over so 

many years. Throwing it away, or walking away with no sense of the future 

feels strange and difficult, even if it is what God is calling us to do.  

 

As we come to the Lord’s Table again tonight, we bring our whole selves to 

the Lord, the challenging bits and pieces, the parts that are less than 

wonderful, the gifts and strengths, the weaknesses and wondering. We bring 

it all to Jesus’ table, as they did that night so long ago. Jesus didn’t end the 

night with a complicated teaching. He ended it with a commandment. As 

God, He is right to do so. Three words. That’s all. It is the mandate, the 

mandatus, Latin for “commandment” from which we get “Maundy 

Thursday.” That commandment is: “Love one another.” (13:34) Jesus says 

this is His strategy to win the world for God. It is the way we draw people. It 

is the way we do our work. It is the way we help and serve. It is the bottom 

line. “Love one another.” 

 

As we again come to Jesus’ Table, let us ask Him together, how can we be 

better at loving one another? And listen to Him. 

 

Let us pray. 
 


